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ABSTRACT 
Since the term legacy first appeared in the Melbourne 1956 candidacy for the XVI Olympiad 
(Leopkey, 2009), debates on Olympic legacy analysis started with how to define legacy and 
moved on to how to measure legacy, and to more recently how to plan and deliver legacy. 
The last decade has seen burgeoning research interest in legacy and impact analysis for the 
Olympic Games, encompassing areas including economic impacts (Baade & Matheson, 2002; 
Blake, 2005; Kasimati & Dawson, 2009; Preuss, 2004), sociocultural impacts (Truno, 1995), 
environmental impacts (May, 1995; Zhou et al., 2010), reputational legacy (Berkowitz, 
Gjermano, Gomez, & Schafer, 2007; Gold & Gold, 2008; Zhang & Zhao, 2009), political 
legacy (Preuss & Alfs, 2011; Tomlinson & Young, 2006), and infrastructural legacy 
(including both sporting and non-sporting legacy, see for example, Cashman, 2006; Hiller, 
2006). However, impacts on and legacies for domestic sport policy, ensuing from the hosting 
of the Olympic Games, have not yet been seriously investigated.  
 
Although hosting the Olympic Games inevitably brings about domestic policy changes (for 
sport policy in particular), long-term policy impacts do not necessarily follow. Once the 
Olympic circus ends, fine-tuned policy (particularly sport policy) and related financial 
investments are often dialled back (Greece is a notable example of this occurring). As an 
Olympic host county, China presents a somewhat unusual case: It will become the second 
country ever (the first being Austria) to have hosted the Olympic Games more than once 
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within a 15-year interval. The relative brevity of the time period in question creates 
appropriate conditions for one wave after another of Olympic-impetus for policy change. We 
may thereby examine changes in policy patterns occurring between the two Games.  
 
It is against this background that our research unfolds. The study is part of a large, ongoing 
research project funded by the Chinese National Social Science Fund and examining the 
principles, key legacy areas, and issues of Beijing hosting the 2022 Winter Olympics. The 
first phase of the research involves identifying the impact of China hosting two Olympics 
Games on domestic sport policy development. The presented paper will draw on Preuss’ 
(2015) framework for identifying the legacies of a mega sporting event. Documents 
published since 2001—extracted from the academic literature, from government departments, 
from sports governing bodies, and from influential domestic media—will be systematically 
reviewed.  
 
Specifically, by tracing policy development, from the time of the successful bid to host the 
2008 Olympic Games up until the present, the aim is to map out the characteristics and 
patterns of change for sport policy statements and interventions relating to the Beijing 2008 
Games and to the Beijing & Zhangjiakou 2022 Games. Guided by Preuss’ (2015) framework, 
the following four elements will be identified: (a) what has changed in sport policy patterns; 
(b) who (in terms of specific stakeholders) is affected by the policy changes; (c) how (in 
terms of specific Olympics-related interventions and programmes) the change has affected 
the host city and country; and to identify (d) the times at which changes have occurred and 
the length of time for which those changes have remained effective. In addition, a summary 
of the analytical logic model will be presented, setting out the link between policy strategy 
and policy intervention to outputs, results and outcomes. It is expected that the process of 
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data collection will be completed before August 2017, and findings and results will be 
finalised before the end of 2017.  
Keywords: Olympic legacy, Beijing 2008 & 2022, sport policy, policy change 
(Word count: 577) 
 
References 
Baade, R., & Matheson, V. (2002). Bidding for the Olympics: fool's gold? In C. Barros, M. 
Ibrahimo, & S. Szymanski (Eds.), Transatlantic Sport: the Comparative Economics of 
North America and European Sports (pp. 127-151): Edward Elgar: London. 
Berkowitz, P., Gjermano, G., Gomez, L., & Schafer, G. (2007). Brand China: using the 2008 
Olympic Games to enhance China's image. Place Branding and Public Diplomacy, 
3(2), 164-178.  
Blake, A. (2005). The economic impact of the London 2012 Olympics. Retrieved from 
Nottingham: http://www.nottingham.ac.uk/ttri/discussion/2005_5.pdf 
Cashman, R. (2006). The bitter-sweet awakening: The legacy of the Sydney 2000 Olympic 
Games. Petersham, N.S.W: Walla Walla Press in conjunction with the Australian 
Centre for Olympic Studies, University of Technology, Sydney. 
Gold, J. R., & Gold, M. M. (2008). Olympic cities: regeneration, city rebranding and 
changing urban agendas. Geography compass, 2(1), 300-318.  
Hiller, H. H. (2006). Post-event outcomes and the post-modern turn: The Olympics and urban 
transformations. European Sport Management Quarterly, 6(4), 317-332.  
Kasimati, E., & Dawson, P. (2009). Assessing the impact of the 2004 Olympic Games on the 
Greek economy: A small macroeconometric model. Economic Modelling, 26(1), 139-
146. doi: 10.1016/j.econmod.2008.06.006 
Leopkey, B. (2009). The historical evolution of Olympic legacy. Retrieved from Ottawa:  
May, V. (1995). Environmental implications of the 1992 Winter Olympic Games. Tourism 
Management, 16(4), 269-275. doi:http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/0261-5177(95)00016-H 
Preuss, H. (2004). The economics of staging the Olympics: A comparison of the games 1972-
2008. Cheltenham: Edward Elgar Publishing. 
Preuss, H. (2015). A framework for identifying the legacies of a mega sport event. Leisure 
Studies, 1-22. doi: 10.1080/02614367.2014.994552 
Preuss, H., & Alfs, C. (2011). Signaling through the 2008 Beijing Olympics—Using mega 
sport events to change the perception and image of the host. European Sport 
Management Quarterly, 11(1), 55-71. doi:10.1080/16184742.2010.537362 
Tomlinson, A., & Young, C. (2006). National identity and global sports events: Culture, 
politics, and spectacle in the Olympics and the Football World Cup. Albany: State 
University of New York Press. 
Truno, E. (1995). Barcelona: City of sport. In M. de Moragas & M. Botella (Eds.), The Keys 
to success: the social, sporting, economic and communications impact of 
Barcelona’92 (pp. 43-56). Barcelona: Servei de Publicacions de la UAB. 
Zhang, L., & Zhao, S. X. (2009). City branding and the Olympic effect: A case study of 
Beijing. Cities, 26(5), 245-254. doi:http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.cities.2009.05.002 
Zhou, Y., Wu, Y., Yang, L., Fu, L., He, K., Wang, S., . . . Li, C. (2010). The impact of 
transportation control measures on emission reductions during the 2008 Olympic 
4 
 
Games in Beijing, China. Atmospheric Environment, 44(3), 285-293. 
doi:http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.atmosenv.2009.10.040 
 
